Peter David Gilliard - 26 December 1935 – 24 June 2002
[image: ]Peter was a twin. His brother was partially sighted which caused his parents to favour him - Peter always had to take second place. In order to gain favour he spent most of his early life trying to please his family, earning money so his brother could go to college, giving him money and clothes. His sister coveted his small house so in the end he gave it to her. He was uneducated, hardly literate, and to the world almost simple. People used him and took the mickey out of him. His family took no interest in his life or illness nor did they attend his funeral.
A miserable hopeless story? Quite the opposite! Peter found the Lord in his twenties and he immediately grasped who he was in Christ and was one of the happiest people on earth, serving the church and the body, giving, giving, giving. If anyone mentioned they would like something, very soon Peter would turn up on the doorstep with it
He was devoted to his wife, Muriel, 20 years his senior (who survived him by 18 months) , and cared for her until her Alzheimer's condition eventually made it impossible.
As a bit of a respite Peter was able to go with others from his church to India in January 2000 where he fell in love with the children. When, in the spring of 2001, he was diagnosed terminally ill with cancer he sold his small flat and moved in with friends to be cared for. A new will for his half of the property sale was made in favour of the church in India, and just before his death on 24 June 2002 he asked for it to be used to help build a school, as he knew the Pastor and his family out there had a vision for that. 
In February 2003 Pastor Kelton Black of the Gospel Tabernacle Church Highbridge and the three original founders of the project (who were with Peter in 2000) were privileged to go to India to dedicate the Peter Gilliard Memorial Elementary School to the glory of God. Picture: Pastor A S W Jaikumar with Peter in 2000. A plaque to commemorate this event in on the front of the school building.
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